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WHITE RIBBON DAY —  
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 
HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Child Protection) [3.04 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house that yesterday, 25 November, was both the White Ribbon Day and International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against Women. White Ribbon is the world’s largest male-led movement to end men’s 
violence against women. In Australia, this includes primary prevention activities and an annual national 
campaign seeking to change attitudes and behaviours that perpetuate domestic violence. This national day of 
action encourages male leadership in the prevention of physical, sexual, emotional and financial abuse against 
women. The campaign invites men to pledge that they will challenge sexist and violent behaviour by speaking 
up about it, to intervene safely where needed and to raise awareness of the issues with their friends and 
colleagues.  

For those members who are not aware, the White Ribbon movement was launched by a group of men in Canada 
following the brutal massacre of 14 female students on the afternoon of 6 December 1989 in Montreal. 
Unfortunately, violence against women is still widespread, and in Australia, at least one woman is killed every 
week by a current or former partner. The impact of domestic violence is devastating and generates extreme 
personal, social and economic costs to individuals, families and our communities. I invite my colleagues to join 
me in showing their support and to raise awareness of gender violence by wearing the symbolic white ribbon. 

Violence against women is everyone’s business, but the positive role that men in particular can play through the 
use of social and professional influence cannot be overemphasised. The state government strongly supports 
campaigns and programs addressing family and domestic violence. Last week, I spoke at the annual Silent 
Domestic Violence Memorial March in Perth’s central business district, where we remembered the lives of 
21 individuals who had died in the previous year as a result of domestic violence.  

Resources and training have been implemented throughout the state by the Department for Child Protection and 
Family Support to support victims and to encourage perpetrators of violence to take responsibility for their 
behaviour and to cease their abuse. Significant work has been undertaken to provide multi-agency responses to 
both victims and perpetrators of family and domestic violence to provide safety and to stop violence from 
escalating in frequency and severity. This year, the Department for Child Protection and Family Support and the 
Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services (WA) are working in partnership with Kent Street 
Senior High School to hold an event for White Ribbon Day. The event will encourage young people to take a 
stand against domestic violence by taking the White Ribbon oath and pledging not to commit, excuse or stay 
silent about violence against women. The event will also include a number of creative activities organised by the 
students themselves. I am confident that this will be an incredibly positive event and commend all involved in 
the preparation of the day. 

Through engagement with White Ribbon campaigns or by becoming a White Ribbon ambassador, increasing 
numbers of men are joining women and women’s organisations in their efforts to make our communities safer. I 
urge members to take a stand, to lead by example and to challenge that minority who choose to use or condone 
violence and abuse against women. 
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